
THE   STATE   OF   THE   CHURCH: 
 

2013 
 
 
     Today, as we move ever closer to the close of yet another year of 
ministry with God, here in the Ely U.M.C. we can do so with a spirit of 
celebration and a spirit of thanksgiving in our hearts! 
 
     We can move toward the close of 2013 with a spirit of celebration and 
a spirit of thanksgiving in our hearts, because of God’s amazing love for 
us as God’s children! 
 
     Further, we can move toward the close of 2013 with a spirit of 
celebration and a spirit of thanksgiving in our hearts because of the many 
ways God has blessed us as we share in God’s Ministry here in the Ely 
U.M.C.! 
 
     Indeed, as we move ever closer to the close of 2013 we can do so with 
a spirit of celebration and a spirit of thanksgiving because of the many 
opportunities God has provided unto to us as God’s children. We have 
had many opportunities to worship God, to learn and to grow in our 
relationships with God and with one another as the Family of God, to 
participate in service unto God, and to share the love of God with others. 
 
     Yes, as we move ever closer to the close of 2013 may we do so with a 
spirit of celebration for GOD’S amazing PRESENCE with us as we seek 
to be in ministry with GOD! May we as God’s children also be a people 
who celebrate with an ever joyful spirit of thanksgiving for GOD’S 
amazing PRESENCE with us as we seek to be in ministry with GOD! 
 
     Yes, as we move ever closer to the close of 2013 may we do so with a 
spirit of celebration for the many ways GOD has richly BLESSED us as 
children in the Family of God! May we as God’s children also be a 
people who celebrate with an ever joyful spirit of thanksgiving for the 
many BLESSINGS our gracious and loving GOD has provided unto as 
the Family of God! 
 
     Presence, blessings, from our gracious and loving GOD who enriches 
our worship, our learning and growing of relationships, our service, and 

our sharing of the love of God with others! As we here in the Ely U.M.C., 
move ever closer to the close of 2013 may our PRAISE be unto GOD!!! 
 
      PRAISE be unto GOD, for God’s presence and blessings as we 
celebrate with thanksgiving in our hearts the many enriched opportunities 
we have been given to worship our gracious and loving God!!! 
     We can celebrate with thanksgiving our worship experiences because 
of the many wonderful and talented people who have helped enrich our 
worship experiences through music. We have been blessed by an 
awesome organist and some awesome pianists during this past year who 
have helped provide a depth of spirit and joy to our worship 
experiences!!! 
     We can celebrate with thanksgiving our worship experiences because 
of the wonderful ways the laity have continued to participate in providing 
leadership in worship. First, we seem to have developed a willingness of 
spirit to the idea of truly sharing from the heart our joys, concerns, and 
thanksgivings as we continue to grow as a people of prayer. Second, we 
have a willing group of people who joyfully participate in leading 
worship and assisting in Holy Communion, Advent Readings, and the 
Christmas Eve Service. Third, we have a small group of people who are 
willing to provide children’s sermons from time to time which adds a 
depth of variety for our young people as they participate in worship!!! 
     We can celebrate with thanksgiving our worship experiences because 
of our awesome young people who joyfully participate in blessing our 
worship experiences by sharing their own thoughts and ideas during the 
Children’s Time. Yes, seeing our young people becoming comfortable in 
worship is something which is truly heartwarming, and is something we 
need to continue taking the time to encourage!!! 
     We can celebrate with thanksgiving our worship experiences during 
this past year because of the willingness of at least one of our Church 
Family who has been joyfully open to providing solos with guitar 
accompaniment on many Sundays when the choir is not singing!!! 
     We can celebrate with thanksgiving our worship experiences during 
this past year because of the many people who have provided 
refreshments for a time of fellowship following worship. We as God’s 
Children are called by God to worship together, while partnering our 
worship experiences with extended fellowship, we nurture the bond of 
love which holds us together as the Family of God!!! 
     Finally, but not least of all, we can celebrate with thanksgiving our 
worship experiences because of our phenomenally gifted and 



phenomenally dedicated Choir Director and  Ely U.M.C. Choir!!! What a 
blessing our Choir Director and Ely U.M.C. Choir are to us as they have 
continued to provide a spiritually moving and uplifted addition to our 
worship services, year by precious year. They are a group of people who 
work diligently at enhancing our worship experiences throughout the year 
which provides our summer residents and summer Church Family 
members the opportunity to join in with them. As a matter of fact, it seems 
as though our choir during the summers tends to swell providing a 
swelling of voices filled with joy which further enhances our worship 
experiences!!! 
 
     PRAISE be unto GOD, for God’s presence and blessings as we 
celebrate with thanksgiving in our hearts the many precious opportunities 
we have been given to learn and grow as we seek to develop our 
relationships with God and with one another as the Family of God!!! 
     We can celebrate with thanksgiving opportunities for learning, 
growing, and developing our relationships with God, such as our 
awesome Youth Group. We have a wonderful group of young people who 
have been journeying together as part of God’s Family by weekly meeting 
and sharing together on Wednesday nights during the school year. They 
have made a strong commitment to being God’s family together with the 
wonderful help of Sheri Rue!!! 
     We can celebrate with thanksgiving opportunities for learning, 
growing, and developing our relationships with God, such as our 
dedicated Bible Study Group. This group meets and welcomes all comers 
on Thursday afternoons during the school year. What a wonderful 
opportunity to dive into God’s Holy Word and share our ideas with our 
brothers and sisters as we study together!!! 
     We can celebrate with thanksgiving opportunities for learning, 
growing, and developing our relationships with God, such as our 
women’s group the “Guild”. The “Guild” meets monthly for a time, of 
study, fellowship, and refreshments as provided by group members. Our 
“Guild” Group is an awesome asset to our Church Family which 
continues to nurture encouragement for walking with God among the 
women who take the time to participate!!! 
     We can celebrate with thanksgiving opportunities for learning, 
growing, and developing our relationships with God, such as our Sunday 
School Class for our young people. Although, the number of youth within 
our community and within our Church Family has decreased, we continue 
to provide learning opportunities for our children through our during 

worship service Sunday School classes thanks to the amazing efforts of 
people like Chris Urbas who has shown an awesome level of dedication 
and commitment to this important area of ministry with and for God!!! 
     We can celebrate with thanksgiving opportunities for learning, 
growing, and developing our relationships with God, such as our before 
worship Sunday School Class. This is a new adventure in study for us, as 
a small group of people meet for a time of discussion focusing on the 
morning worship scripture reading for the day. We are excited about 
seeing adults set an example for young people; we are never too old to 
learn and to grow in our relationships with God and each other, as 
brothers and sisters in the Family of God!!! 
     We can celebrate with thanksgiving opportunities for learning, 
growing, and developing our relationships with God, such as the Advent 
Study we are trying this year. This is a short term study which has had an 
awesome response with regards to participation!!! 
     We can celebrate with thanksgiving opportunities for learning, 
growing, and developing our relationships with God, as we prepare to 
run the “Alpha Course” this coming year. We ran the “Alpha Course” 8 
years ago and have decided to try it again!!! 
 
     PRAISE be unto GOD, for God’s presence and blessings as we 
celebrate with thanksgiving in our hearts the many wonderful 
opportunities we have been given to participate in serving God and one 
another as the Family of God!!! 
     We can celebrate with thanksgiving the service of God’s people in 
God’s Ministries, such as our Pasty Making Ministry. What an awesome 
project our Pasty Making Program is because it provides us financial 
support which enables to sustain our efforts to be the people of God at 
work in the community of Ely and beyond. Further, our Pasty making 
Program also benefits us as a wonderful opportunity to fellowship with 
one another as we work hand in hand with one another. Finally, our 
Pasty making Program has provided us an enduring example over many 
years, an example of just what we can accomplish when we work 
together!!! 
     We can celebrate with thanksgiving the service of God’s people in 
God’s Ministries, such as all those who have served on committees during 
this past year. Indeed, year by year we have many of our Church Family 
who are willing to give of their time to serve on committees which enables 
us to continue participating in God’s Ministries here in the Ely U.M.C.. 
Indeed, committee work is generally not a glorious activity, but it is the 



backbone which holds the system together through planning, guidance, 
decision making, and providing for implementation of our various 
ministries with God!!! 
     We can celebrate with thanksgiving the service of God’s people in 
God’s Ministries, such as related earlier through our worship 
experiences, our organists, our pianists, our choir, our lay leader who 
coordinates things, and all of those who volunteer as lay leaders at 
different times!!! 
     We can celebrate with thanksgiving the service of God’s people in 
God’s Ministries, such as the Ely U.M.C. Bazaar this past year. Wow, 
what a wonderful effort was put forth by all of those who participated in 
this ministry, sharing of their gifts, time, and talents. Again, serving in the 
Church in this way has enhanced our potential for doing other ministries 
with God!!! 
     We can celebrate with thanksgiving the service of God’s people in 
God’s Ministries, such as the numerous, caring projects and also 
outreach projects, we have participated in as God’s Family during this 
past year. Again WOW, for all those awesome ongoing ministries like, the 
“Prayer Shawl Ministry”, our “Hearts 2 Hands” Quilters, the Parish 
Health Ministry Team, the new “Pocket Cross Ministry”, “Stanley the 
Scare Crow” and our Food Shelf efforts, the “Christmas Giving Tree” 
which is for children in the Ely community, participating in the Lenten 
Suppers, providing worship services at “Ely Care Free Living” also the 
“Boundary waters Care Center”, and the continued maintenance of our 
Ely U.M.C. Website, just to name a few. During this past year we also 
participated in ministry by joining together yet again as the “M & M” 
Cancer Walk Team to raise funds and awareness concerning cancer. 
During this last year we also participated in the “Change for Chicagami 
Project”. Yes indeed, there are many ways we have been in service as the 
people of God during this past year!!! 
     We can celebrate with thanksgiving the service of God’s people in 
God’s Ministries, such as our “Visioning Committee”. We mention this 
committee specifically because “Visioning” about our future and about 
our call to be the people of God here in the Ely U.M.C. serving in God’s 
Ministries as guided by God is critical to our having a future. 
“Visioning” over stagnation, directly relates to our worship experiences, 
to attendance worship, our spiritual well being, to our financial well 
being, and how we allow God to direct and guide us into the future!!!  
     We can celebrate with thanksgiving the service of God’s people in 
God’s Ministries, such as those we might call “Quiet Workers”. Indeed, 

there are many of our Church Family we do many acts of service behind 
the scenes!!! 
 
     PRAISE be unto GOD, for God’s presence and blessings as we 
celebrate with thanksgiving in our hearts for the many opportunities God 
has provided us to be a people who share the love of God with others out 
of our blessings which we have received from God!!!  
     We can celebrate with thanksgiving the wonderful ways the people of 
God here in the Ely U.M.C. have participated in the sharing of God’s love 
with God and with one another. 
     We can celebrate with thanksgiving the awesome ways so many people 
of our Church Family have shared of their gifts, their talents, their time, 
and their service as the people of God!!! 
     We can celebrate with thanksgiving the wonderful ways the Ely 
U.M.C. Family has given back unto God to meet the financial needs of the 
church. Our giving has been down a little, but thanks to the Bazaar this 
year and beginning the year with a little surplus it looks like we will yet 
again close the year having met all of our financial responsibilities in 
relation to being in ministry with God!!! 
 
     Indeed, PRAISE be unto GOD, as we prepare to close the year 
2013!!! We give thanks to God who has been PRESENT with us in the 
year 2013!!! We give thanks unto God who has provided many 
BLESSINGS unto us during the year 2013!!! We give thanks unto to God 
who continues to touch our lives as children in the Family of God here in 
the Ely U.M.C. with the wonder of LOVE!!! 
    Love in Christ,    
               Dana 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WORSHIP, SERVE, & FELLOWSHIP 
IN HEART, MIND, & SPIRIT, 

AS WE “REJOICE WITH THANKSGIVING IN OUR HEARTS” 
FOR WHAT GOD HAS DONE, IS DOING, AND WILL DO,  

AMONG US!!! 
************************************************* 
 
ALPHA IS COMING !!! 

 
January 12, 2014 1:00 – 2:30 P.M. 

Sign-up by calling Church Office 365-3355 by January 10, 2014 
 

ALPHA IS HERE !!! 
***************************************************** 

 
 
 
 

PERSONNEL NOMINATED FOR 2014: 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL- 
 
Chairperson--------------------------------------------------------Jay Tomlinson 
Vice Chairperson-------------------------------------------------------Keith Rue 
Recording Secretary---------------------------------------------Blaine Diesslin 
Lay Member to Annual Conference-----------------------------Lucy Diesslin 
Alternate-Lay Member to Annual Conference---------------- 
Lay Leader------------------------------------------------------------Patty Rusco 
Chairperson: Stewardship & Finance-------------------------Blaine Diesslin 
Chairperson: Pastor & Parish Relations-------------------Jeanne Tomlinson 
President: Board of Trustees-------------------------------------Margie Olson 
Rep: Nominations & Personnel------------------------------------Linda Hane 
Church Treasurers---------------------------------------------------Mark Olson 
Program Chairpersons: 
 Worship-----------------------------------------------------Linda Hane
 Outreach-----------------------------------------------------Toni Floyd 
 Nurture & Membership----------------------------Bonnie Berglund 
 Superintendent Sunday of School-----------------------Chris Urbas 
 Membership Secretary-------------------------------Devvie Cersine 

President U.M.W.-----------------------------------Bonnie Berglund 
Parish Nurse----------------------------------------------Donna Rusco 

 
 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES- President, Margie Olson 
 
Class of 2014                 Class of 2015                      Class of 2016                                
Bryan Rusco                  Gerald Niskala                    Norm Rusco                                 
Margie Olson                 Butch Diesslin                    Brett Porthan                     
Phil Hegfors                   Mark Luthens                     David Archambault 
 
PASTOR-PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE-  
 
Chairperson, Jeanne Tomlinson 
 
Class of 2014                Class of 2015                      Class of 2016                            
Jeanne Tomlinson        Linda Hane                          Dan Johnson 
Bob Olson                    Edie Tedrick                        Cheri Boes                                 
Lee Tessier                   Gerald Niskala                    Barry Williams 
 
NOMINATIONS & PERSONNEL- 
 
Class of 2014                  Class of 2015                     Class of 2016                           
Linda Hane                     LaVerne Lindholm             Janice Tessier                          
Patty Rusco                     Pat Olson                            Lisa Porthan 
Bonnie Curnow               Tootsie Loe                         Vicki Podominick                   
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE- Chairperson, Blaine Diesslin 
 
Chairperson-------------------------------------------------------Blaine Diesslin 
Minister----------------------------------------------------------Dana Thompson 
Lay Member to Annual Conference-----------------------------Lucy Diesslin 
Chairperson of Administrative Council-----------------------Jay Tomlinson 
President of Board of Trustees-----------------------------------Margie Olson 
Chairperson of Nurture & Membership---------------------Bonnie Berglund 
Lay Leader------------------------------------------------------------Patty Rusco 
Financial Secretaries----------------------------------------------Joan Nicholas 
                                  -----------------------------------------------Shelia Shultz 
                                  -----------------------------------------------Patty Niskala 
Church Treasurers---------------------------------------------------Mark Olson 
                              -------------------------------------------------Margie Olson 
 
 
ANNUAL AUDIT COMMITTEE- Chairperson, Lee Tessier 
 
Lee Tessier, Richard Floyd, Bev Johnson  



 
MEMORIAL TASK FORCE COMMITTEE-  
 
Chairperson, Dana Thompson 
 
Sharon Luthens, Janice Tessier, Margie Olson,   
Carol Linneman, Marge Forsberg, Jeri Walburn 
 
PROGRAM COUNCILS- 
 
 WORSHIP- Chairperson,  Linda Hane 
  Chairperson--------------------------------------Linda Hane 
  Music Coordinator-------------------------Linda Williams 

Choir Representative------------------LaVerne Lindholm 
  Church Organist--------------------------------Sue Germek 
  Chancel/Communion Steward-------------Joan Nicholas 
  Lay Leader--------------------------------------Patty Rusco 
  Head Usher-------------------------------------Jim Nicholas 
  

EDUCATION-  
  Sunday School Superintendent---------------Chris Urbas 
   
 NURTURE & MEMBERSHIP-  
                                                                     Chairperson, Bonnie Berglund 
  Chairperson-------------------------------Bonnie Berglund 
  Parish Nurse-----------------------------------Donna Rusco 
  Membership Secretary---------------------Devvie Cersine 
  Hospitality Chairperson------------------------Gail Haney 
  Sunshine Person--------------------------------Patty Rusco 
  Newsletter Editor---------------------------Cathy Sorjanen 
 

OUTREACH- Chairperson, Toni Floyd 
  Chairperson--------------------------------------Toni Floyd 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*********************************************************** 

ALPHA IS COMING !!! 
 

January 12, 2014 1:00 – 2:30 P.M. 
Sign-up by calling Church Office 365-3355 by January 10, 2014 

 
                ALPHA IS HERE !!! 
     The “Alpha Course” is an 11 week study on the Christian 
Faith with Video and Discussion---learning, renewing, 
revitalizing !!! 
************************************************* 
 
 
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MINUTES 
 December 18, 2013 
Ely United Methodist Church Number Present: 10 
 
Chairman Jay Tomlinson called the meeting to order at 7:08 PM. 

Pastor Dana Thompson began the meeting with an Opening 
Thought from “The Upper Room”. 

The Minutes of the November 20, 2013 Ad Council meeting 
were approved as printed. 

The Treasurer’s Reports for November, 2013 was presented 
by Treasurer Mark Olson.  The Bazaar sales receipts of $2,477.50 
were added to, and included in, the General Fund of the Church. 
The November end of the month account balances - General Fund: 
$1,000.82; Building Fund: $20,413.16; Reserve Fund $5015.70, 
Memorial Fund: $11,610.44 

The Board of Trustees will be meeting in January, date to be 
determined. 

The Finance Committee – the Church Budget for 2014 has 
been adopted. 

The Memorial Fund Task Force will be meeting in January. 



The Pastor-Parish Relations Committee will be going 
through the member Training Booklet from the District 
Superintendent’s office during the first quarter of 2014. 
 
OLD BUSINESS – There were no items of Old Business. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
1. Church Conference Review – The Church Conference Review 

was completed by those present. 
CORRESPONDENCE 
1. Northwoods Hospice Respite Partners – Received a “Thank 

You” for the Church’s support. 
2. Ely Young Life – Received a “Thank You” for the Church’s 

support. 
3. Children’s International - Received a “Thank You” for the 

Church’s past year of support. 
4. Children’s International – Received a request for the Church 

to consider sponsoring one or more additional children.  Those 
present agreed that the Church finances would not allow us to 
do so at this time. 

ITEMS OF INFORMATION 
1. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service – Tuesday, December 

24, 2013, 7:00 PM. 
2. Administrative Council Meeting – Wednesday January 15, 

2014, 7:00 P.M. 
3. Pasty Making – Monday & Tuesday, January 20-21, 2014 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:27 PM. 
The meeting was closed by those attending reciting “The Lords 
Prayer”. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, Blaine “Butch” Diesslin 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************************************* 
ALPHA IS COMING !!! 

 
January 12, 2014 1:00 – 2:30 P.M. 

Sign-up by calling Church Office 365-3355 by January 10, 2014 
 

   ALPHA IS HERE !!! 
     The “Alpha Course” is an 11 week study on the Christian 
Faith with Video and Discussion---learning, renewing, 
revitalizing !!!  


