
Parish News • March 5, 2021  
 
Ely United Methodist Church Members/Friends,  
 
Greetings from Pastor Craig! As you have probably heard 
“meteorological spring” has arrived along with the month of March. 
Weather-types group the months of March/April/May into 
meteorological spring, June/July/August into summer, September/ 
October/November into fall, and December/January/February into 
winter. So in this sense spring has arrived!!  
 
But even as we are enjoying the sun and warmer temperatures this 
week, we’re also aware the traditional state tournament blizzards and 
the mud season of April are on the horizon.  
 
I’ve been grateful for so many things over the past twelve months. I 
want to mention a few here specifically in relation to Ely United 
Methodist Church, recognizing in advance I’m going to miss many 
more things as well. I’m grateful to each of you for:  
 
• The ways you have stayed in touch with one another and cared for 
one another as our lives have been turned upside down.  
• For how you adapted first to our outdoor/parking lot service last 
summer and now to our Facebook Live service.  
• For your consistent financial support of our church.  
• For embracing Zoom for meetings and Bible Study. (How many of 
you even knew what Zoom was a year ago? I didn’t!)  
• For how you have supported me following my father’s death and 
during the challenges of pastoring during a pandemic.  
 
Item #1:  We’re going to try something a little different this Sunday 
at the beginning of our worship service. I have been starting the 
worship service at 9:50 with a greeting, followed by silence so those of 
you following on Facebook at home are able to greet one another and 
be welcomed by Sheri Rue, our Facebook greeter and hospitality 
person.  
 
This week following the greeting at 9:50, I’m going to allow the people 
worshipping in-person in the sanctuary to greet one another while 
remaining in their places. Those of you at home may choose to mute 



your computer/device or listen in while also greeting one-another in 
the Facebook comment section. If you do choose to listen in you’ll only 
hear my side of the conversation, however because only sound going 
through our sound system is broadcast via Facebook. I’ll try to pass 
along the gist of what people in the pews are saying to one another.  
 
Item #2:  In light of the low infection numbers in Ely recently, we’re 
opening up our worship services for anyone who wishes to attend in 
person, whether you have Internet at home or not.  
 
We need to practice social distance because of the age and underlying 
health conditions of many of our church members, so it’s important 
that you call Jeanne Tomlinson on or before Saturday to let her know 
you would like to attend. Her phone number is 218-235-8470.  
 
If those attending worship in person are able to arrive by 9:50 this 
helps us out a lot because that’s when we begin our broadcast for 
people viewing at home. Your early arrival helps us to get you seated 
on or before our broadcast begins.  
 
Item #3:  We’re interested in having a variety of people read 
scripture on Sunday morning and boys and girls fulfill the duties of 
being an acolyte by lighting and extinguishing candles. Please contact 
Pastor Craig or Linda Hane (218-343-5022) if you’re interested.  
 
Item #4:  Would you pass along any thoughts you have regarding our 
weekly Parish News communications? We started Parish News as the 
pandemic arrived to help us stay in touch with each other. During the 
pandemic we’ve also paused publishing The Fish, our monthly 
newsletter.  
 
Your feedback will help us evaluate how best to keep us all up to date 
with what’s happening in our church. You may email Pastor Craig at 
sandpointhabes@gmail.com or call the church (218-365-3355) or 
parsonage (218-365-3716), leaving a message if necessary. Thank 
you.  
 
Item #5:  Please find attached the minutes from our February 
Administrative Council meeting.  
 



 
Item #6:  Please find this week’s Prayer Wall either enclosed for those 
receiving Parish News through the mail or attached for those receiving 
Parish News electronically.  
 
There will be no Parish News next week, on March 12th. I will be 
visiting my family in Sioux Falls. The next Parish News will be on 
Friday, March 19th.  
 
Hear now the words with which we close our service most Sundays:  

 “May the peace of the Lord Christ be you. And may the peace of the 
Lord Christ go with you wherever he may send you. May he guide you 
through the wilderness, protect you through the storm. May he bring 
you home rejoicing at the wonders he has shown you. May he bring 
you home rejoicing once again within these doors.”  
 
With my warmest regards,  
 
Pastor Craig 



 
The Ely United Methodist Church 

Prayer Wall  
March 5, 2021 

 

This is a guide for prayer this week.  The Prayer Wall is a reminder of those needing 
prayers during devotional times.  Thank you for dedicating some of your personal prayer 
time to lift up these requests.                            

       Mark 11: 24                    

        

We lift up the following in prayer…     
  

• Johnny Hedge – Bill Hane’s grandnephew broke his collarbone and received a concussion from a bad  
   motorcycle accident. Fortunately, he wore his helmet or it could have been worse. Pray for healing. 
• Tootsie Loe –  Tootsie fell and is in the hospital in Duluth. Please keep her in your prayers. 
• Wesley Wesinger –  Vicki Wagner’s nephew is having serious health issues. Pray for healing & comfort. 
• Phyllis Olson –  Phyllis fell down her stairs and broke her hip and needed surgery. Pray for healing. 
• Mike Haney –  Mike is struggling with his loss of strength and treatments for brain cancer. 
• Marj Markwardt – Marj fell and broke her femur and is in a swing bed at the Aurora hospital. 
• Jer Niskala –  Jer had emergency surgery to remove his gall bladder on Feb 16 & the surgery went well 
• Pastor Jim Johnson – Pastor of the Motley UMC is suffering from high blood pressure and has a  
   medical team working on the cause and treatment. 
• Dan Johnson – Update. Dan is now home and making great improvements.  Thanks for all your prayers  
• Stan & Lois Gray – Update: Carol Laine’s sister-in-law, Lois, has passed away, but Stan is doing much   
   better and on the mend.  Both were in intensive care in McAllen, TX and not doing well. Prayers for Stan. 
• Emma Smrekar – Carolyn Fendt’s great granddaughter is receiving chemo and radiation treatments  
• Schreffler family & Friends – Update:  Tricia’s father-in-law & Jim’s father, Ted, passed away. 
• Madison – Angie Olson’s cousin’s 16 year old daughter was diagnosed with thyroid cancer. Prayer for  
   healing treatments 
• Linda Williams – Fell and broke her hip & is recovering in the BWCC. Please keep her in your prayers.  
 

• Those who have contracted the COVID-19 Virus and Family Members  
• All essential health care workers exposed to the COVID-19 virus   
 

We include all the United Methodist Churches and Pastors, both active and retired, in our MN UMC Annual 
Conference as we work in extraordinary ways to keep our congregations and communities free from infection 
by the COVID-19 virus. 
 

Prayer requests are compiled from our church prayer chain, from our Sunday morning church congregation 
using the prayer request forms located in the pew welcome pads, and the North Star District Prayer List.  
Prayer requests will remain on the Prayer Wall through four weeks unless removed earlier because the prayer 
is known to be no longer necessary.  People may ask that prayers be renewed on the list for subsequent 4-week 
periods. The Prayer Wall is finalized each Thursday for the Sunday morning service. 

“Therefore I tell you, whatever 
you ask for in prayer, believe that 
you have received it, and it will be 

yours.”



 







 



 



 


